APPENDIX VII.

PROCLAMATION MADE BY GENERAL PRENDERGAST ON  15TH NOVEMBER

1885.

To all priests, officials, landholders, traders and other residents in the country of

Upper Burma.

IN consequence of the refusal of the Burmese Government to grant redress
for various injuries inflicted upon British subjects and to accept the proposals
made by the Viceroy and Governor-General of India for an amicable settlement
of existing difficulties, I have received orders to advance with an armed force
upon Mandalay.

The decision of the Government of India to send its troops into the
territory of a neighbouring State has been arrived at very unwillingly, and
must be regarded as the result of a long continued series of provocations.
The reign of His Majesty King Thibaw has been marked throughout by the
violation of treaties ; by acts of aggression on the British frontier; by out-
rages upon British subjects and injustice to British, traders ; and by an exter-
nal policy systematically opposed to British interest.

Misconstruing the forbearance which the British Government has
shown with reference to these serious causes of complaint, His Majesty Kirig
Thibaw lately attempted to impose on a British Trading Company an arbitrary
fine of ruinous amount, and peremptorily refused the conciliatory offer that
the matter should be submitted to an impartial enquiry.

Under these circumstances the Government of India was constrained
to address to His Majesty an ultimatum, demanding the acceptance of certain
definite proposals for the settlement of this question and for the establishment
upon a satisfactory basis of the future relations between the two countries.

These proposals have been met by an evasive reply and by the simulta-
neous issue of an openly hostile proclamation. The force under my orders
has accordingly crossed the frontier for the purpose of exacting compliance
with the demands of my Government.

Further, as it has become evident that there can be no hope of improve-
ment in the condition of affairs in Upper Burma so long as the present occupant
of the throne remains in power, the Government of India have decided that
His Majesty shall cease to reign.

They have had the less hesitation in arriving at this decision from the
fact that not only has King Thibaw exercised great oppression and cruelty
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